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Abstract
The present dissertation, The Landscape as a Source of Knowledge – in the
Context of Outdoor Education and Didactics, is partly based on a licentiate
thesis, Knowledge Through Action – Teachers’ perceptions of the landscape
as a learning environment (Articles I and II), partly on two separate articles
(III and IV) ca (260pp) 


Using a phenomenographic approach all four articles are
published in scientific journals. For this dissertation a thematic reanalysis
(TA) of the same research material (60 interviews) was carried out. The aim
was to describe the core and identity of outdoor education from a didactical
point of departure, based on the conceptions of practising teachers and
expert university professors. Main research question: What perspectives
and dimensions of outdoor education in teaching and learning can be
identified? Specific research question for the Thematic Analysis: How is the
landscape, in town and countryside, used in teaching and learning? 

The theoretical background of the dissertation is found in Dewey’s reform
pedagogy and its tradition of action-based knowledge and education. Based
on the TA, the core and identity of outdoor education is defined in five
dimensions: knowledge, landscape, body, time, and environment. In the
knowledge dimension the connection between theory and practice becomes
obvious when teaching is arranged in contexts and places outside the
classroom. In the landscape dimension the importance of authenticity is
mentioned, i.e., that students experience a sense of place when learning in
various places in the landscape. This also applies to the body dimension, as
physical activities impact body, brain and all senses, thus stimulating
students’ learning. The time dimension refers to the school organization and
its willingness to offer alternative learning environments, but also to natural
and cultural variations in the outdoor environment with respect to different
seasons and ages – the present, the past, and the future – which could be
studied in various places. 

The environment dimension is described in terms
of ecology, natural cycles, recycling, and sustainable development.
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